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Located At Pleasant Hill Education Center, 1 Santa Barbara Road, Pleasant Hill 

Volunteer Opportunity 

Build Arbor over the Composting System 

Pleasant Hill Instructional Garden 

Pleasant Hill Instructional Garden (PHIG) is looking for an individual or small 

group to design and build an arbor over the 4-bin composting system already in use to 

make it fully functional for PHIG and the school. The arbor needs to be long-lasting, 

made from redwood or similar wood, possibly recycled wood. A climbing vine on the 

arbor could provide additional shade in the summer and weather protection in the winter 

for volunteers, visitors at events, and students in classes or working with the compost. 

An arbor will also help keep the compost from drying out in the summer heat and from 

getting too wet in the winter. The arbor will include hooks or a way to fasten the 

composting system covers to the arbor temporarily to hold them up securely to use for 

instruction as a backboard. Signs may describe the composting system process and 

what goes into each bin for classes, work parties, and events. The project could be 

worked on by a service group, Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop, or class and is suitable as 

an Eagle Scout or Gold project. 

Volunteers may need to know how to use power tools. Knowledge of building 

construction or gardening is helpful. Volunteers placed supporting posts on 6 concrete 

piers last fall. Some materials have been donated or are available for the project. 

Additional support is being sought to complete the project. 

The Pleasant Hill Education Center serves over 25,000 students in middle school, 

high school, adult education, independent study, and alternative education programs. 

Students in 6th grade science and older students in environmental science learn about 

soil science, the carbon cycle and composting in the process of collecting and turning 

the materials into the bins weekly. Volunteers, which number over 600 annually, learn 

hands-on how to compost at the garden regularly at garden work parties. Additionally, 

students on field trips, visitors at events or who drop by from the adjacent Pleasant 

Oaks Park, the school or the library learn what goes into compost on their own and how 

they can easily compost at home or work.  

With state legislation AB1826 starting to be implemented in 2017 to further reduce 

waste going to landfills and to increase composting practice, this composting education 

system will be an even more important resource to the school and the community.  
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